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English Department

After five years as NET I have many fond memories of my experience
working here. I've gathered a few photos of some highlights to remind you
all of how special Shek Lei is, and of the meaningful things that happen here.

In one of my first assemblies at Shek Lei, students spoke of the passing of
Michael Jackson. Later that day we were treated to a spontaneous
Moondance performed in the school playground. There have since been
many other wonderful assemblies, and I've enjoyed seeing students find
s their voice and gain confidence. The cosplay has been fun, whether dressed
Photo taken with my sister and brother-in-law  @s Father Christmas or Professor Dumbledore from Harry Potter.

during their 2014 visit To me my colleagues have been just like brothers and sisters. Many staff -not
only the English Panel - have been both friendly and supportive, helping me adapt
to life in Hong Kong with birthday parties, invitations to many dinners, and a few
weddings. Everything has been so good, except for its effect on my waistline! It was
really good to have one of my sisters and her husband here with me not so long ago
- perhaps it will help you understand how much | miss life back in New Zealand, and
my five sisters?

Although I've been teaching many speaking lessons lately, | did teach Sec 2
classes a few years ago, and it’s been very satisfying to witness young boys and girls
grow into steadfast young men and women who are fine examples of the school’s
motto about humility. There have been students who visited the English corner as
regulars, if only to play word games or say hello, and other students | got to know through the English Speech Festival or
other competitions. I've seen some off to university, celebrated the school’s 30th anniversary with others, and been to quite
a few graduation dinners.

Among the questions people have asked me when they’ve learnt of my intention to leave Hong Kong,
I've been asked about the highlights of working at Shek Lei, and what | will do when | am back in New" i S |
Zealand. I've tried to cover just a few of the many highlights in this writing. On the other matter, I'm not {
old enough or rich enough to retire as yet, so I’'m bound to be teaching English again - I'll let you know!

Best wishes everyone!
Kia Kaha (Stay Strong), keep using English.

Mr Nigel Pearson
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